
​Sunday, February 15, 2026​
​Last Sunday After the Epiphany​
​Transfiguration Sunday​

​Welcome​ ​to​ ​The​ ​Beloved​ ​Community​ ​at​ ​The​​Trees,​​an​​Episcopal​​faith​​community​​exploring​​together​​what​​a​​life​​of​
​faith​​“outside​​of​​a​​church"​​may​​be.​​Through​​our​​faith​​in​​Jesus​​Christ,​​we​​believe​​that​​all​​people​​are​​God's​​beloved​​and​
​all are welcome, regardless of race, gender identity, sexual identity, ability, faith background, or belief.​

​In​​our​​Baptismal​​Covenant,​​we​​affirm​​that​​we​​will​​strive​​for​​justice​​and​​peace​​among​​all​​people,​​and​​respect​​the​
​dignity​​of​​every​​human​​being.​ ​To​​remember​​our​​baptismal​​promises,​​that​​all​​are​​God’s​​beloved,​​and​​that​​we​​are​​all​
​one in Christ, we begin each worship gathering with the “Blessing of the Water.”​

​Blessing of the Water​
​Adapted from Prayer Over the Water, The Church of England​

​Reader​ ​We praise you, loving God,​
​for the gift of your Son Jesus.​
​He was baptized in the River Jordan,​
​where your Spirit came upon him​
​and revealed him as the Son you love.​
​He sent his followers​
​to baptize all who turn to him.​

​Celebrant​ ​Now, loving God, we ask you to bless this​​water,​
​that those who are baptized in it​
​may be cleansed in the water of life,​
​and, filled with your Spirit,​
​may know that they are loved as your children,​
​safe in Christ for ever.​​Amen.​



​Opening Acclamation​
​Adapted from The Book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada​

​Celebrant​ ​The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,​
​and the love of God,​
​and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,​
​be with you all.​

​People​ ​And also with you.​

​Opening Song​



​The Collect for Purity​
​Celebrant​ ​Almighty God,​
​All​ ​to you all hearts are open, all desires known,​

​and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of​
​our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may​
​perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name;​
​through Christ our Lord.​​Amen​

​Kyrie Eleison​
​All​ ​Lord, have mercy.​

​Christ, have mercy.​
​Lord, have mercy.​

​The Collect​
​Celebrant​ ​Let us pray.​

​O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to​
​us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be​
​changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and​
​the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.​​Amen.​

​Narrative Lectionary Theme ~ The Man Born Blind​
​Introduction by Jodi Belcher​

​The First Lesson​
​Psalm 27:1-4​​~ First Nations Version Psalms and Proverbs:​ ​An Indigenous Bible Translation​

​Grandfather is my light, the One Who Sets Me Free. Who should I fear? My life is kept safe as​
​Grandfather watches over me. I am not afraid.​

​Fierce enemies may surround me to tear me apart, but they will fall in defeat. Vengeful foes may​
​attack like a pack of wolves, but they are the ones who will stumble over their own feet.​

​Even if a band of warriors surrounds me, my heart remains fearless. If they make war against me, my​
​heart will stand firm.​

​One thing I ask of Grandfather, one thing I long for, to dwell in his longhouse all my days, to gaze on​
​his beauty in the sacred lodge and humbly seek to know his ways.​



​Quiet Reflection on the Reading​

​The Gospel​
​John 9:1-41​

​Deacon​ ​The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,​​according to John.​
​People​ ​Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.​

​As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his​
​parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that​
​God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming,​
​when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the​
​ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of​
​Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had​
​seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.”​
​Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” But they kept asking him, “Then how​
​were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to​
​Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not​
​know.”​

​They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the​
​mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,​
​“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for​
​he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were​
​divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He​
​is a prophet.”​

​The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who​
​had received his sight​​and asked them, “Is this your​​son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His​
​parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, but we do not know how it is that now he​
​sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this​
​because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah​
​would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”​

​So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know​
​that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was​
​blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”​​He answered​​them, “I have​
​told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his​



​disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has​
​spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an​
​astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen​
​to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been​
​heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They​
​answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.​

​Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He​
​answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the​
​one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for​
​judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees who​
​were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you​
​would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.​

​Deacon​ ​The Gospel of Christ.​
​People​ ​Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.​

​Quiet Reflection on the Reading​

​Lectionary Discussion​

​What did the Holy Spirit bring to your attention?  What good news did you hear?​
​During this time you are invited to share your thoughts, questions, or insights about our readings.​

​The Nicene Creed​

​People​ ​We believe –​

​In the One God:​
​Source of all,​
​ruler of all,​
​maker of heaven and earth:​

​of all things seen or unseen.​
​And in one Lord:​

​Jesus of Nazareth,​



​Christ the Messiah,​
​the only-born Word of God;​

​eternally issued of that of the One:​
​God of God, light of light, true God of true God;​
​issued, not made:​
​the same being as the One;​

​and through whom all things are made;​
​That for us mortals​

​and for our salvation​
​came down from heaven;​

​and was made flesh​
​of the Holy Spirit​
​and the Virgin Mary;​

​and became human;​
​Was also crucified, for our sake,​

​under the reign of Pontius Pilate:​
​and suffered, and was buried;​

​and arose on the third day,​
​in accordance with the scriptures,​
​and went back up into heaven;​

​and sits in power beside the One:​
​and shall come again, in glory,​
​to judge those living and dead;​

​and whose presence shall have no end.​
​And we believe in the Spirit:​

​the Holy,​
​the Lord,​
​and the lifegiving;​

​that pours forth of that of the One:​
​that with One and Word together​
​we worship and glorify as God;​

​that speaks in the prophets.​
​In one holy, universal, and missionary church:​

​we accept one baptism for the forgiveness of sins;​
​we await the raising of the dead,​

​and the life of the age soon to come.​
​Amen.​



​Prayers of the People​

​Celebrant​ ​In peace and in faith, let us offer our​​prayers to God. We remember those among us and those we love​
​in our prayers; especially Alayna, Anthony, Chris, Gregory, Kerry, Lera, Marie, Maureen, Nikki, and​
​Patty.​

​You are invited to share your prayers aloud or silently in your heart. After each prayer is shared aloud, the following​
​response is said.  You are also invited to share your prayers on a prayer card and place it in the offering basket next to the​
​baptismal font.  Someone from The Beloved Community will take your card home and pray for you over the coming week.​

​You are invited to share your prayers aloud or silently in your heart. After each prayer is shared aloud, the following​
​response is said.​

​This is my prayer.​
​This is our prayer.​

​After all prayers have been shared.​

​Celebrant​ ​God of peace, let us your people know, that​​at the heart of turbulence there is an inner calm that comes​
​from faith in you. Keep us from being content with things as they are, that from this central peace​
​there may come a creative compassion, a thirst for justice, and a willingness to give of ourselves​
​in the spirit of Christ.​

​All​ ​Amen.​

​Confession of Sin​

​Celebrant​ ​Dear friends in Christ,​
​God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;​
​God welcomes sinners and invites them to God’s table.​
​Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.​

​A moment of silence for private prayer.​

​Celebrant​ ​Most merciful God,​
​All​ ​we confess that we have sinned against you​

​in thought, word, and deed,​



​by what we have done,​
​and by what we have left undone.​
​We have not loved you with our whole heart;​
​we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.​
​We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.​
​For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,​
​have mercy on us and forgive us,​
​that we may delight in your will,​
​and walk in your ways,​
​to the glory of your name. Amen.​

​Absolution​
​Celebrant​ ​Almighty God have mercy upon you,​

​pardon and deliver you from all your sins,​
​confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,​
​and keep you in eternal life,​
​through Christ our Savior.​ ​Amen.​

​The Peace​
​Celebrant​ ​The peace of the Lord be always with you.​
​People​ ​And also with you.​

​Announcements​
​During this time we will share announcements for The Beloved Community at The Trees and others.​

​The Offering​
​Celebrant​ ​But do not neglect to do good and to share​​what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to​

​God.​

​You are invited to share your gifts, financial or other, with the gathered community. During this time of preparation for​
​the Holy Community, you are also invited to remember your baptism.​



​Music for Preparation​
​Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory by Marty Haugen​

​Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God's own face,​
​you who sing creation's story, shine on ev'ry land and race.​
​Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs to you,​
​God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew.​

​In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn,​
​in the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song.​
​Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul,​
​love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole.​

​You who made the heaven's splendor, ev'ry dancing star of night,​
​make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light.​
​Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way,​
​loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day.​

​The Presentation of Our Offerings to God​
​Celebrant​ ​All things come of Thee O Lord,​
​People​ ​And of Thine own have we given Thee.​

​The Holy Communion​
​Eucharistic Prayer 3, The Anglican Church of Canada​

​Celebrant​ ​The Lord be with you.​
​People​ ​And also with you.​

​Celebrant​ ​Lift up your hearts.​
​People​ ​We lift them to the Lord.​

​Celebrant​ ​Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
​People​ ​It is right to give our thanks and praise.​

​All​ ​Holy, holy, holy Lord,​
​God of power and might,​
​heaven and earth are full of your glory.​



​Hosanna in the highest.​

​Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.​
​Hosanna in the highest.​

​Celebrant​ ​We give thanks to you, Lord our God,​
​for the goodness and love​
​you have made known to us in creation;​
​in calling Israel to be your people;​
​in your Word spoken through the prophets;​
​and above all in the Word made flesh,​
​Jesus your Son.​
​For in these last days you sent him​
​to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,​
​to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.​
​In him, you have delivered us from evil,​
​and made us worthy to stand before you.​
​In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,​
​out of sin into righteousness,​
​out of death into life.​

​On the night he was handed over​
​to suffering and death,​
​a death he freely accepted,​
​our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;​
​and when he had given thanks to you,​
​he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,​
​and said, “ Take, eat:​
​this is my body which is given for you.​
​Do this for the remembrance of me.”​

​After supper he took the cup of wine;​
​and when he had given thanks,​
​he gave it to them,​
​and said, “Drink this, all of you:​
​this is my blood of the new covenant,​
​which is shed for you and for many​
​for the forgiveness of sins.​
​Whenever you drink it,​



​do this for the remembrance of me.”​

​Therefore, Father, according to his command,​

​All​ ​we remember his death,​
​we proclaim his resurrection,​
​we await his coming in glory;​

​Celebrant​ ​and we offer our sacrifice​
​of praise and thanksgiving​
​to you, Lord of all;​
​presenting to you, from your creation,​
​this bread and this wine.​

​We pray you, gracious God,​
​to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,​
​that they may be the sacrament​
​of the body of Christ​
​and his blood of the new covenant.​
​Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,​
​that we, made acceptable in him,​
​may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.​

​In the fullness of time,​
​reconcile all things in Christ,​
​and make them new,​
​and bring us to that city of light​
​where you dwell with all your beloved;​
​through Jesus Christ our Lord,​
​the firstborn of all creation,​
​the head of the Church,​
​and the author of our salvation;​

​by whom, and with whom, and in whom,​
​in the unity of the Holy Spirit,​
​all honour and glory are yours,​
​almighty Father,​
​now and for ever.​



​All​ ​Amen!​

​Celebrant​ ​And now as our Savior has taught us,​
​we are bold to say,​

​All​ ​Our Lord that is in heaven:​
​blessed be your name.​
​Your dominion come:​
​your will be done​
​on earth, as it is in heaven.​
​Give us today our next day’s bread:​
​and forgive us our sins,​
​as we forgive those who sin against us.​
​And leave us not prey to temptation:​
​but deliver us from evil.​
​For yours is the dominion: the power and the glory,​
​for ever and ever.  Amen.​

​The Breaking of the Bread​
​A period of silence is kept.​

​Celebrant​ ​We break this bread​
​to share in the body of Christ.​

​People​ ​We, being many, are one body,​
​for we all share in the one bread.​

​Celebrant​ ​The gifts of God for the people of God!​
​People​ ​Thanks be to God.​

​Time for Prayer and Reflection​

​We will observe a few moments of quiet for personal prayer and reflection following the Eucharist. You are​
​invited to pray where you are or move about the space. Deacon Dan is available for healing prayers and​
​anointing during this time.​



​Taize & Contemplation ~ Christe, Lux Mundi​

​Christ, you are Light for those who follow you.​
​You come to bring to all the light of life.​

​Post Communion Prayer​
​Celebrant​ ​Let us pray.​

​Celebrant​ ​All your works praise you, O Lord.​

​People​ ​And your faithful servants bless you.​

​Gracious God​
​we thank you for feeding us​
​with the body and blood of your Son​
​Jesus Christ.​
​May we, who share his body,​
​live his risen life;​
​we, who drink his cup,​
​bring life to others;​
​we, whom the Spirit lights,​
​give light to the world.​
​Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,​
​so that we and all your children shall be free,​
​and the whole earth live to praise your name;​
​through Christ our Lord. Amen.​

​The Blessing​



​Celebrant​ ​You are one in whom Christ delights and dwells.​
​You live in the strong and unshakeable kingdom of God.​
​The kingdom is not in trouble, and neither are you.​

​And the blessing of God almighty,​
​our​​most holy, glorious and undivided Trinity,​
​be among you this day, and remain with you always.​​Amen.​

​Prayer for Our Shared Meal​
​From The Book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada​

​Deacon​ ​Creator of the universe, you give us this​​gift of food to nourish us and give us life. Bless this food that​
​you have made and human hands have prepared. May it satisfy our hunger, and in sharing it together​
​may we come closer to one another.​​Amen.​

​Dismissal​
​Deacon​ ​Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia,​​Alleluia, Alleluia!​
​People​ ​Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!​

​You are invited to join our community for a shared meal of soup/salad and bread immediately following our worship​
​service.​

​We are grateful for our sending parish, The Church of the Nativity, Raleigh, who supported The Beloved Community​
​with their presence, prayer, and resources for our first year.​

​We are grateful for the use of The Trees, graciously provided to us at no cost by St. Philip’s Episcopal Church,​
​Durham.  We also give thanks to St. Philip’s for the gift of flowers and printing.  Each Sunday, St. Philip’s shares their​
​flowers with The Beloved Community so that we too may enjoy the beauty of God’s creation.​

​We acknowledge that we are gathering on the ancestral territory of the Eno, the Tuscarora, the Occaneechi, and others.​

​We are grateful that you are with us. Your presence is a gift to The Beloved Community at the Trees, and that is​
​enough. If you would like to support our community financially, you can do so by leaving your offering in the basket.​



​The Beloved Community at The Trees​
​belovedcommunitydurham.org​

​welcome@belovedcommunitydurham.org​
​919-244-2811​

​Rev. Phillip Bass: revphillip@belovedcommunitydurham.org​
​Rev. Deacon Dan Laird: deacon@belovedcommunitydurham.org​

​Youth Minister Chris Reed:  youthminister@belovedcommunitydurham.org​


